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At NVCS, we believe that all students can learn. It is our responsibility to discover how they learn best and to provide the level of support that meets their needs. 
At the beginning of each year, the classroom teachers informally evaluate students to determine the best academic program within their classroom of peers. If a student appears to have difficulty grasping objectives, the student support team will contact the parent(s) and discuss the steps to be taken, possibly including testing and evaluation for learning difficulties. If evaluations indicate that it is appropriate, an individual education plan is set up for a child. Our learning support teachers, classroom teachers, and paraprofessionals work with each child, as needed, to help the student meet his or her goals. When necessary, we contract related services, such as speech therapy, occupational therapy, and physical therapy. With educational support and our small, safe environment, special needs students are provided excellent opportunities for success at Nittany Valley Charter School. If parents have concerns regarding their child's academic performance, behaviors, emotional state, or any other area they can contact the classroom teacher, special education teacher, or administrator at any time during the school year.


Diagnostic, Intervention and Referral Services: 
To learn more about how parents or teachers can initiate the evaluation process for a student who may have unidentified special needs, see Special Education Process.

Special Education Services at NVCS: 
1. Accommodations and Modifications: 
In many instances, a student with special needs can be successful in the regular classroom with the use of accommodations and/or modifications to the regular lessons or learning environment. A list of accommodations and modifications for each student is included in the IEP.

2. Classroom Support: 
Some students benefit from the assistance of a special education teacher or paraprofessional. This can occur in the regular classroom, allowing the student to remain in the least restrictive environment.

3. Out-of-Classroom Support: 
A student may require a less distracting environment or special equipment or space to complete an activity. Individuals or small groups may be moved from the regular classroom to the resource room, library, or other appropriate location to receive instruction.

4. Related Developmental Services: 
Other services necessary for a student to find academic success will be provided at the school by itinerant professionals. This may include health, physical, emotional, behavioral, speech and language, occupational, or psychological services. These will be provided at no cost to the parent. 

5. Service Teams: 

NVCS will coordinate service teams for students experiencing chronic problems that require multiple services by teams or specialists. Parents or guardians will be included in regularly scheduled meetings including all service providers.

Health Services at NVCS:

Nittany Valley Charter School will employ a certified school nurse to provide the following: 
Each child of school age shall be given (1) a vision test by a school nurse, medical technician or teacher, (2) a hearing test by a school nurse or medical technician, (3) a measurement of height and weight by a school nurse or teacher, who shall use the measurement to compute a child's weight-for height ratio, Vision tests shall be given at least annually and other tests at intervals established by the Advisory Health Board.

For each child of school age, a comprehensive health record shall be maintained by the charter school, which shall include the results of the tests, measurements and regularly scheduled examinations and special examinations herein specified.

Medical questionnaires, suitable for diagnostic purposes, furnished by the Secretary of Health and completed by the child or by the child's parent or guardian, at such times as the Secretary of Health may direct, shall become a part of the child's health record.

All teachers shall report to the school nurse any unusual behavior, changes in physical appearance, changes in attendance habits and changes in scholastic achievement, which may indicate impairment of a child's health. The nurse may, upon referral by the teacher or on his own initiative, advise a child's parent or guardian of the apparent need for a special medical or dental examination. If a parent or guardian fails to report the results to the nurse, the nurse shall arrange a special medical examination for the child.

The student’s family will provide a record of a medical examination and a comprehensive appraisal of the health of every child of school age, (1) upon original entry into school in the Commonwealth, (2) while in sixth grade, (3) while in eleventh grade, and (4) prior to the issuance of a farm or domestic service permit unless the child has been given a scheduled or special medical examination within the preceding four months. The health record of the child shall be made available to the school nurse at the time of the regularly scheduled health appraisals.

The Secretary of Health, upon petition of the school board or joint school board or on his own initiative with the concurrence of the school board or joint school board, may modify for individual school districts the school health services program specified in this section. The program as modified shall conform to approved medical or dental practices and shall permit valid statistical appraisals of the various components of the program.
Administration of Medication:

No medication shall be administered to students at school, unless a parent or guardian comes to school to administer the medication themselves. The only medication that may be administered by a teacher or the CEO is in life-threatening emergencies, such as an epi-pen during a severe allergic reaction. 
Special Education Process:


Referral: If a teacher is concerned that a child's academic performance, behavior or emotional state suggests that the child may benefit from special education services, he or she fills out a referral form and gives it to the special education teacher. Parents can also make referrals by contacting the teacher or special education teacher if they have concerns about their child.

Once a student is referred, the teacher and special education teacher discuss the concerns about the child and set a plan for what to do next. If they determine that the child might benefit from formal evaluation they move to the next step . . . 

Evaluation: First, the special education teacher obtains permission from the parents for the child to be evaluated. An evaluation may include many components, for example: observations in the classroom, narratives from parents and teachers, skills tests for specific learning disabilities, or psychological testing. The evaluation process will take approximately one month or two if the student needs to be evaluated by an outside specialist. After the evaluation is complete, the special education teacher will write up a report (Evaluation Report or ER) that will be presented at the . . . 

Evaluation Meeting: The child's parent or guardian, the classroom teacher, the CEO, the special education teacher, any specialists, and the student when appropriate, have a meeting to discuss the results of the evaluation. This meeting will determine first if the student has a disability, such as a physical, learning, emotional/behavioral, vision, speech, or hearing disability and second if the student is in need of special goals or modifications for his or her social, emotional, or academic progress. If both criteria are met, the next step is writing an IEP.

Individual Education Plan or IEP: In writing the IEP, the child's team of parents, teachers, and specialists will set goals that will help the child succeed in school and include strategies and modifications that will help the student meet those goals. The team will also decide if the student needs any services, such as Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, or Speech Therapy. Both the parents and NVCS will have a copy of the IEP. 
Because it is a legal document, all members of the team are responsible for ensuring that the IEP is followed. A progress report on the IEP goals will be completed when report cards are issued. The parents of a child with an IEP can contact the special education teacher with questions or concerns at any time.
The IEP will be updated once a year, or sooner if necessary. A teacher or parent can initiate changes at any time.

Re-evaluation: Students on an IEP are reevaluated every three years to determine whether the disability is still present or whether the goals or modifications and strategies in the IEP need to be adjusted. If the child is identified as having mental retardation, their IEP will be re-evaluated every two years.

Permission for Student Surveys:

When student assessments using individual surveys are administered, parents or guardians shall be informed of the nature and scope of the surveys and of their relationship to the educational program of the child, consistent with section 445 of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C.A. 1232h) regarding protection of pupil rights. Parents or guardians, or the student if the student is 18 years of age or older, shall have the right to refuse to participate in the survey by the appropriate mark and signature on the survey permission slip. 

Provision of Career Information:

Students shall be provided with appropriate exposure to a variety of careers that relate to units of study throughout the school year. Students transitioning to high school will receive further information on career possibilities to help them develop a plan for study in high school and potentially into college.

